Intro

All my life I’ve thought of the Mississippi as a great rope tying America together.
Coursing with beauty, fortunes, and mystery.

And Dave is quite the history buff—he loves to tell our granddaughters tales of Daniel
Boone, Lewis and Clark and Tecumseh, the Shawnee leader.

I think that’s part of what drew us to the American Queen for our 50th anniversary. To
learn more about who we are, and celebrate our history as a country -- and as a couple.

(Secretly, I’m hoping this voyage will even bring out a bit of the adventurer in both of
us!)

The Ship 01

When I first saw our ship today, I thought of a giant wedding cake—the intricate
gingerbread trim, calliope pipes and filigreed smokestacks make it look so festive.
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After the world’s easiest embarkation, and finding our bags already in our stateroom,
we went exploring. I loved the antiques we saw everywhere and Dave was intrigued by
the Engine Room where he got his burning questions about propulsion answered.

In the Chart Room, we met a gentleman who was taking this cruise to see what was
around the river bend from his childhood home--for the very first time.

The Ship 02

We even peeked into the Grand Saloon --a replica of the Ford Theatre—really
stunning.

Everywhere on the ship, we felt the genuine Southern hospitality instantly. (I hear
there’s one crew member for every three passengers—no wonder we feel so well taken
care of!)

At the Welcome Cocktail Party, we met the Captain and some of the crew, and danced
to a live band. [We also met some interesting fellow passengers, including an attorney
from Jacksonville, traveling with his mother and his aunt. What a great way for families to share time together!]

Because we splurged for the occasion, our stateroom is quite large, and has windows
all around and even a private verandah. It’s so romantic standing and watching that
colossal paddlewheel churning and the birds circling in our wake…. We both felt the
river beginning to work its magic.

The Ship / Life on Board 02
Luxurious Staterooms
In addition to surrounding you with fine linens and antiques, your stateroom features a flat-screen
TV and DVD player, spacious bathroom with full-sized bathtub and plush robes and towels, and an
assortment of luxurious personal care products….(more to come)

The Ship / Historic Details
Historic Details
The American Queen brings all the excitement and romance of sternwheeler travel alive. As the ship
departs, you’ll feel like you’ve slipped into a more gentile era. Townspeople may gather at dockside to
hear the calliope play and steam whistle salute, and heartily wave you off.
On the wide, gleaming decks, porch chairs and swings coax you to relax with your favorite beverage,
socialize with people who have time to chat, or just watch the scenery drift by.
Inside, fine art and antiques, gilded ceilings and Oriental carpets surround you as you settle into the
dining room, Ladies’ Tearoom or Grand Saloon for the evening’s entertainment.

The Ship / All-American Crew
With one of the highest crew-to-passenger ratios afloat, the crew on each Majestic ship is dedicated
to anticipating your every desire---from how you like your coffee in the morning, to turning down
your duvet just so at night.

The Ship / Comforts of Home
Modern (or Southern?) Comforts
If you can’t leave home without knowing where the next espresso stand is, it’s nice to know you can
enjoy onboard lattes and snacks 24 hours a day. Elevators ferry you between floors, while the jetted
pool, jogging decks and workout room ensure you can stick to your workout regime—if you wish…
.(more to come)

Life on Board 01

Today was filled with pleasures, starting with a tap on the door and Jolleen bringing in
a beautiful breakfast tray with melt-in-your-mouth croissants, strawberries and coffee.
She even surprised us with champagne.

Over mimosas, we reminisced about our first breakfast together all those years ago at
Tulane.

We heard people talking excitedly out on deck and realized we’d soon be going
through our first lock. At dinner last night, we’d heard about a rookie deckhand who
was getting his first chance to toss the line to hold the ship fast inside the lock.

We hurried out to the bow to cheer him on. It was a little windy, but he made it on his
first toss.
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Invigorated, we took a few laps around the deck, and a dip in the pool before lunch.
The daily schedule has lots of tempting activities. The nice part is we can decide at the
last moment—or just choose to sit outside with a book and watch the world slip by. I
have to say, all the worries about work and the kids are starting to drift downriver …
and I haven’t seen Dave this relaxed in years.
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Life on Board 03

We couldn’t resist the Bingo this afternoon, though—and amazingly, Dave won (I
hope he doesn’t start playing the lottery after this!)

To top off this amazing day, after dinner we went to the show and dance. The band was so fabulous,
they did a Louis Prima medley that had everyone on their feet. We hadn’t done the foxtrot in years,
but somehow the memory came flooding back when they played, “The Way You Look Tonight.” We
closed the place down, and as we were leaving, the piano player told us we were glowing.

He bought drinks for our new friends, Carrie and Vince, from Seattle.

[ He was pretty proud of himself for finagling Lily’s Mint Julep recipe out of her—[after telling her she
makes the best one he’s ever tasted.] [link to Mint Julep recipe]]

Fine Dining 01

This morning, we decided to have breakfast on the Front Porch, one of my favorite
places to linger. It’s so bright and sunny. They set out a lovely buffet (I’ve never tasted
such flavorful pineapple--) and you can sit in a porch swing with your latte and watch
the river waking up.

We might do a shore excursion tomorrow—It will be fun to see historic mansions and
gardens, and maybe troll for antiques. I hope we get back in time for lunch—they’re
having an American barbeque that I understand is not to be missed.

The food on this voyage is another kind of journey. At the American Cocktail Party
every night they lay out tempting appetizers. At dinner, we always have a hard time
choosing between the Southern specialties like the prawn etouffee, and the classic
cuisine they do so well.

Tonight I struck a bargain with Dave—half of his tournedos of beef for part of my
lobster. He’s a tough negotiator though, I had to share my gumbo too!

Fine Dining 02

One of our table mates said he cruises on the American Queen every year for the
Natchez Bread Pudding with Bourbon Sauce, and can’t get anything close to it off the
boat. So, of course I had to try it. That will mean a brisk pace on shore tomorrow to
work it all off!

[have talent sing a bit of Mel Torme’s “It’s Sleepy Time Down South.”
If that’s not possible, play it as part of the sound script.]
Soft winds blowing thru the pinewood trees
Folks down here live a life of ease
When the twilight brings the evening breeze
It’s sleepy time down south…
and we turned in.

After dinner, we went to the Engine Room bar and sang show tunes, then took our
espressos out on deck where the moonlight lay a silver path on the river. The swell of
cicadas drifted past, bullfrogs croaked a lullaby. I chimed in, humming a few bars we’d
sung earlier…

Enrichment 01

They say in the end it’s the journey that matters---- but it certainly is fun to have some
interesting stops along the way!

When we woke up, we were already at our destination. It was so easy to get into town,
we walked down the gangway and back a century—Professor Harold Hill could have
led his band right by us in the town square, and I wouldn’t have been too surprised!

We toured an 18th-century mansion with period furnishings and sensational gardens.

Then we squeezed in a little antique shopping. I found a real treasure—a late-Victorian cut-glass sugar bowl. Dave said it was exactly like one his grandmother used to
have, that she’d always pull out to sweeten his iced tea.

Enrichment 02

After the onboard barbeque, we chatted with our Discovery Guide, Travis, in the
Chart Room. He explained the system for mile marking the river so we can find out
exactly where we are. He also told us about the flood of 1927 –-that broke 13 levees. It
looks so calm now, it’s hard to imagine.

After another superb dinner, we went into the Grand Saloon for an evening with Mark
Twain—The actor playing the great writer had his story spinning, shuffle and cigar
chomping down pat…He held the room in the palm of his hand—no one wanted to
miss a single word.

When Travis found out about my bird-watching habit, we went out on deck with binoculars. He said more than 300 species migrate through the Mississippi River Basin.
I’ll be happy with spotting a gray heron and snowy egret—actually, a bald eagle or redtailed hawk would be nice, too. My Audubon chapter will be envious!

Destinations 01

Only one day left! The week flew by—we’ve discovered so much about our own
country…and each other (it’s nice to know we can still surprise each other after all
these years.) We’ve even made some friendships that I know we’ll keep up with.

A number of passengers were exchanging email addresses tonight at dinner, and
talking about their next river or sea cruise. Personally, I’d rather collect friends than
exotic destinations (and I love not having to worry about getting seasick!)

At the cocktail party, we chatted with the Captain about other journeys the American
Queen makes.

I’m drawn to the Fall Foliage trip on the Upper Mississippi. Just imagine how thrilling
all those flocks of migrating birds and the constantly changing colors would be from
the river.

Destinations 02

Dave is leaning toward the Lower Mississippi to immerse himself in Civil War history.
And I know the grandkids would enjoy Vicksburg. I would love for them to have their
own firsthand experiences so when they study American History the events jump off
the page…

It’s a hard choice, maybe we’ll have to flip a coin….or do more than one!
Whichever voyage we choose next, I have a feeling it won’t be too long before the
American Queen draws us under her spell again...

Historic Destinations
Themes

Fall Foliage
The river region is dazzling in the fall as
the forests explode in a blaze of color.
Savor the natural splendor on a scenic
autumn cruise.

The Civil War
Relive triumphs and tragedies of the
Civil War as you visit the battlefields
that played key roles in the War Between the States.

Legends of the River
Cruise through a National Historic
Landmark, for an incomparable journey
spotlighting our nation’s past.

Spring Pilgrimage
Experience the magnificent antebellum
mansions and gardens of Natchez, the
city’s Spring Pilgrimage Pageant for a
dose of southern flavor.

Three Steamboat Race
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet,
consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam
nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt
ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam.

Music of America
Dance to your favorite Big Band tunes,
played for you by a perennial favorite,
Consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam
nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut
laoreet dolore magna aliquam.

Cajun Holidays
You’ll be immersed in Cajun Country
traditions that light up your holiday like
the bonfires kindled to guide Papa Noël
on his flight.

Destinations
American Heritage | Lower Mississippi River

The Mississippi River is a chameleon, continually
reinventing itself. Between Memphis and New
Orleans, it becomes the legendary Ole Man River
of brawling keelboat men, intrepid river pilots and
dandified gamblers. Fertile cotton fields wrap their
arms around white-columned mansions, sweet
wood-smoke hangs in the trees, and lightning bugs
wink against the shimmering reflections.
Request a reservation | Learn more
Vacherie | Louisiana Oak Alley Plantation
Twenty-eight magnificent live oak trees, planted nearly 300 years ago, form a long shadowy canopy
from the beginning of the plantation grounds at River Road to the spectacular mansion beyond.

Natchez | Mississippi Historic Homes
Seventy-five years ago, the ladies of Natchez invited folks to attend a lavish flower show to showcase
their vibrant gardens. When an unexpected freeze ruined the event, they instead flung open the
doors to their beautifully restored homes and the first Natchez Pilgrimage was born.

Vicksburg | Mississippi Battlefield & Siege
Experience the drama and glory of the Vicksburg National Military Park, where your licensed National Military Park guide shares the dramatic details of one of the Civil War’s most bitter battles
and its effects upon the people of Vicksburg.

Destinations
American Heritage | Upper Mississippi River

The Upper Mississippi awakens childhood
memories—catching tadpoles, skipping rocks and
counting clouds in a summer’s sky. Wonder comes
anew as you run your hand along Aunt Polly’s fence
in Mark Twain’s hometown, as you listen to the clipclop of an Amish horse carriage, and as you tie up
under the shimmering Gateway Arch, with all of St.
Louis at your feet.
Request a reservation | Learn more
LA CROSSE | WISCONSIN Heart of Amish Country
Journey back in time to a quieter, simpler way of life where a buggy and colorful quilts airing on the
clothesline are not uncommon sights. Your trip will take you deep into the heart of scenic west-central Wisconsin to a quieter community known to the local folks as Amish Country USA.

DUBUQUE | IOWA Delight in Dubuques
Capture the flavor of life along the Mississippi during the Great Steamboat Era as you tour the city
known as the “Masterpiece on the Mississippi.” The Mathias Ham House, built by one of Dubuque’s
earliest entrepreneurs, exemplifies the opulent Victorian lifestyle of a booming river town during the
antebellum period.

HANNIBAL | MISSOURI Mark Twain’s Hannibal
Board the Twainland Express that will transport you back to the carefree days when Hannibal was
a tranquil river town with little to disturb the quiet but the comings and goings of steamboats and a
young man named Samuel Clemens grew up to become an American icon using the pen-name Mark
Twain.

Destinations
American Discovery | Ohio, Tennessee and Cumbland rivers

Thrilling tales of the nation’s first sternwheelers
bring the Ohio River to life. Tranquil lands, once the
scene of Indian raids and Civil War battles, surround
the Cumberland River with epic sights and sounds.
Heroic figures like Davy Crockett and Sam Houston,
whose exploits are celebrated to this very day, star in
the legends of the storied Tennessee River.
Request a reservation | Learn more

WHEELING | West Virginia Glass, Grandeur and Grace
At this significant port on the Ohio River, overland routes, river traffic and railroads converged in
the 19th century, attracting entrepreneurs who manufactured iron, steel, nails, textiles, glass, tobacco

DECATUR | ALABAMA U.S. Space and Rocket Center
Located in nearby Huntsville, the U.S. Space and Rocket Center is the largest space museum in
the world and provides a truly unique learning experience for young and old alike. Its wide array of
hands-on displays and interactive exhibits takes you through space history – past, present and future.

LOUISVILLE | KENTUCKY Heart of Bluegrass
Nestled amidst picturesque stone fences and rolling fields of bluegrass, in the quaint town of Midway you will find Equus Run Vineyards. The railroad men created the name “Midway” when the
railroad tracks linking the state capital with Lexington were completed in 1832.

